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Conference Description: Resisting, Reclaiming, and Reimagining, the next Critical Mixed Race 
Studies conference seeks to highlight resistance against white supremacy around the globe, the 
reclamation of community, kinship, and identity within the mixed-race community, and the 
reimagining of racial difference. The conference will be hosted at the University of Maryland, March 
1-3 2018 and will include film screenings and a live performance showcase produced by Mixed Roots 
Stories. Recent events demonstrate that white supremacy, coupled with sexism, xenophobia, 
transphobia, homophobia, and unchecked capitalism, is still central as an organizing principle and tool 
of domination. For example, borders and walls (both real and imagined) are being invoked by the 
current United States administration to marginalize people and combat the inevitable demographic 
shifts which will see this country become majority minority. By focusing on the resistance, 
reclamation, and reimagination of multiraciality, this interdisciplinary and transnational conference 
will be a forum dedicated to fostering relationships between people of color, dismantling racial 
hierarchies, and affirming an ethics of love to subvert dominant paradigms of social identity. 

Proposals: CMRS welcomes submissions from scholars from all fields, cultural workers, and activists 
and invites posters, panels, roundtables, individual papers, and workshops or Mixed Roots Stories 
performances or videos that address the conference theme in a broad sense. Presentation formats may 
be varied and diverse, and we welcome proposals that involve poetry, visual art, storytelling, and other 
non-academic formats. Although not limited to these examples, proposals might explore the following:  

• A proposal from the social sciences might describe epistemological frameworks that center 
multiraciality and reclaim the heterogeneity of the mixed experience.  

• In the humanities, presenters might share how dominant cultures drive cultural norms and how this 
informs the global mixed experience.  

• Community activists and/or scholars engaged with the public may share how social justice work 
operates between and across minority communities.  

• Historians might explore legacies of revolution and resistance shaping the mixed experience in the 
Americas, Africa, Asia, and beyond. 

• Artists may share important works that decenter whiteness and reimagine social norms of identity. 
 
IMPORTANT: Presenters at the conference must be members of the CMRS Association. Membership 
must be renewed annually and is available at https://aaichicago.wufoo.com/forms/r1skfsoa0z4uu2q/  
Presenters must be available to present on any of the 3 days of the conference. 

Members of the CMRS Program Committee will be reviewing abstracts based upon the quality of the 
proposal. UMD class/meeting rooms are equipped with a Dell laptop, microphone and projector. MAC 
laptop users will need to provide their own projection adapters. Please note that all abstracts are to be 
submitted online using the CMRS form https://goo.gl/forms/2Qwm0Sqw60FlLVzw1  
For more information, see our website. Contact us at: cmrsmixedrace@gmail.com.  


